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BACKGROUND

The OMC site is located on Lake Michigan in Waukegan, IL and VMS a large designer, manufacturer
and seller of ou&oaid marine engines, pam and accessories, it filed for a Chapter 11 petition for
bankrupttyonDeccrober22,2000andlatCTCC«venedittoaCbaptcr7. The OMC property is
divided into three areas die Plant #1, Plant #2, and tne Coke Plant site. The oil-going removal action
deals only with the Plant #2 potion of the property

A pan of the OMC property is an existing NPL (National Pnonoes L«) site under CERCLA
(Superftad). The NPL »te is comprised of thiecconntimnent cells in vntoch them
cantaminated sliMJge dredged firon the harbor urored This was done in 1988 via a Consent Decree
with tne U.S. EPA. Among odter actions, the Decree vequued OMC to provide long term operational

*fflipitfpanof of the f<Wfltnni*ftt cells.

Tbeb«nkrupicymisieemedainociontoabwKUOTtbePlam#2propcnyc)nNovc^ The
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Untied States and the Slate of Illinois filed a jowl objection to die abandonment, citing anas of
immuwot and identifiable hazard that must be iddwssedbcfiw abandonment The U.S. EPA Region
V Emergency Response Branch had done a Discovery Site inspection tote spring of 2002 and had
io^niified tbe ixnniiiem aiul subsnmial dang^
attbesuc U.S. EPA and U.S.DOJ negotiated a scope of wort together with cleanup criteria to be
perfonmrfbytbeTn«ec8i¥i;ortbcocwowi^Boinl»rdicr This work was completed with oversight
provided by die U.S. EPA, and on December 10,2002 die United States Bankruptcy Court for the
Northern Dismct of Ulinois, Eastern Division allowed the Trustee to abandon the sue

On tint same day, the U.S. EPA Emergency Response Branch initiated its role in completing die
envinmnicmnl cleanup at Flaw *2, by co«^^
containment cells widi a consulting firm and electrical smice, and having a part tune caretaker oo-
site diru die winter months.

With the arrival of spring die U.S. EPA initiated its actual cleans efforts on May 12,2003 widi the
amval of the cleanup contractor on site Work still to be performed by the U.S. EPA that will
eliminate die dueats still posed to human heaKh and/or die environment include:

1. Decontamination of areas of die floor in die Plant #2 (over 1.000,000 sq. ft) where
previous wipe samples indicated high levels of PCB contamination.

2 Decxratanuiiation of te sump m die "chip wringer''area.

3. Collection of numerous mercury switches throughout die facility.

4. Removal of "bag house" dust and dw decontamination of its sump.

5. Treatment of an unknown amoum of contaminated water from tunnels located in bom
die new and die former die cast areas.

6. Removal of various oils in die tunnels, once die water has been removed.

7. Removal and drrnmaminarion of a tanker contaminated with PCB's.

8 Removal of die PCB oil from 27 transformers in die facility.

9. Removal of small amounts of friable i

ft is estimated that this work wfll take 6 to 8 weeks to complete The work is being performed vmh a
crew of 8 people. Once the cleanup activities have been completed. U.S. EPA will cease security,
eliintaaie die caretaker, arieftriiiate eta It is hopeful max the City of
Waukegan will take over these tasks prior to die U5.EPA completion. An adaptation will be made to
continue electrical service to die daee upump and treaTplanU at die dueecontaiunnem ceils until die
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niioois EPA takes over this responsibility.

Costs to date art approximately $145,000 out of a budget of $460,000.
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